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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-4, 12-15, 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Sanschagrin et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,295,540). 

Referring to claims 1, 12, 16 : 
Sanschagrin et al. teach: 

A method of providing read-only access to network element 
configuration, comprising: 

Receiving a request to access said configuration data for said 
network element (see column 3, lines 4-5 of Sanschagrin et al.); 

Initiating a communication session with said network element (see 
column 3, lines 5-8 of Sanschagrin et al.); 

Receiving said configuration data from said network element (see 
column 3, lines 8-10 of Sanschagrin et al.); and 

Transmitting said configuration data as a response to said request 
in the format selected, e.g. read-only format (see column 7, lines 47-51 of 
Sanschagrin et al.). 

Referring to claims 2, 13, 17 : 
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Sanschagrin et al. teach the claimed subject matter: a method for 
providing read-only access to network element configuration data. Sanschagrin 
et al. further disclose that the request to access the configuration data comprises 
the type of data to be returned for said network element (e.g. network element 
type, trail ID, slot ID, the ratio of carrier on a certain trail, etc.) (see column 6, 
lines 10-13 of Sanschagrin et al.). 
Referring to claims 3. 14. 18 : 

Sanschagrin et al. teach the claimed subject matter: a method for 
providing read-only access to network element configuration data. Sanschagrin 
et al. further disclose that administrative features including security and logon 
procedure will facilitate a user performing the query request (see column 7, lines 
39-42, and lines 62-65 of Sanschagrin et al.). 
Referring to claims 4, 15, 19 : 

Sanschagrin et al. teach the claimed subject matter: a method for 
providing read-only access to network element configuration data. Sanschagrin 
et al. further disclose that the method further comprising: 

Retrieving previously stored configuration data associated with said 
network element form a database (see column 3, lines 5-10 of Sanschagrin et 
al.); 

Comparing said previously stored configuration data to said configuration 
data received from said network element (see column 3, lines 10-12 Sanschagrin 
etal.); 

Determine whether said previously stored configuration data and said 
configuration data received from the network element are identical (see column 
3, lines 10-12 Sanschagrin et al.); 

In response to determining that said previously stored configuration data 
and said configuration data received from said network element are not identical, 
storing said configuration data received from said network element in said 
database (see figure 4, element 13-2; and column 7, lines 8-10 of Sanschagrin et 
al.). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the 
basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claims 5-11, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sanschagrin etal. (U.S. Patent No. 6,295,540), further in view 
of Branton, Jr. et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,870,558). 

Referring to claims 5, 20 : 

i. Sanschagrin et al. teach the claimed subject matter: a 
method for providing read-only access to network element configuration data. 
However, Sanschagrin et al. do not specifically mention that the request is 
received at a web site. 

ii. Branton, Jr. et al. disclose a system for effectively retrieving 
and managing network data, wherein a web server interfaces between the 
company-wide intranet and the network management system (see column 4, 
lines 4-6 of Branton, Jr. et al.). 

iii. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of Branton, 
Jr. et al. into the system of Sanschagrin et al. to provide a web server interface 
for effectively retrieving and managing network data. 

iv. The ordinary skilled person would have been motivated to 
have applied the teaching of Branton, Jr. et al. into the system of Sanschagrin 
et al. to provide a web server interface, so that any authorized user can access 
the network management system via a standard web browser program that 
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communicates with the web server via Hyper-Text Transfer Protocol (HTTP). 
Such programs are generally available for a wide variety of computer platforms 
(see column 4, lines 6-10 of Branton, Jr. et al.). 

Referring to claims 6,11 : 

Sanschagrin et al. and Branton, Jr. et al. teach the claimed subject 
matter: a method for providing read-only access to network element configuration 
data. Branton, Jr. et al. further disclose that the web server resides in intranet 
(see column 4, lines 4-6 of Branton, Jr. et al.). 

Referring to claim 7 : 

Sanschagrin et al. and Branton, Jr. et al. teach the claimed subject 
matter: a method for providing read-only access to network element configuration 
data. Branton, Jr. et al. further disclose that the network element is located on an 
optical network (see column 2, lines 18-24 of Branton, Jr. et al.). 

Referring to claim 8 : 

i. Sanschagrin et al. teach: 

A system for providing read-only access to network element 
configuration data, comprising: 

A network element operative to store configuration data describing 
the current configuration state of the network element, and further operative to 
provide said configuration data in response to requests for said data (see column 
1, lines 16-19 of Sanschagrin et al.); 

A server computer at which a request may be received to view said 
configuration data (see column 3, lines 4-5 of Sanschagrin et al.); to retrieve said 
configuration data from said network element in response to said request (see 
column 3, lines 5-10 of Sanschagrin et al.); and to provide said configuration data 
in read-only format in response to said request (see column 7, lines 47-51 of 
Sanschagrin et al.). 

ii. Sanschagrin et al. teach the claimed subject matter: a 
method for providing read-only access to network element configuration data. 
However, Sanschagrin et al. do not specifically mention that the network 
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element is located on an optical network, and that the server provides a web site 
interface. On the other hand, Branton, Jr. et al. disclose a system wherein a web 
server interfaces between the company-wide intranet and the network 
management system (see column 4, lines 4-6 of Branton, Jr. et al.). Branton, Jr. 
et al. further disclose that the network element is located on an optical network 
(see column 2, lines 18-24 of Branton, Jr. et al.). 

iii. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of Branton, 
Jr. et al. into the system of Sanschagrin et al. to provide a web server interface 
for effectively retrieving and managing network data, and to use an optical 
network in the system. 

iv. The ordinary skilled person would have been motivated to 
have applied the teaching of Branton, Jr. et al. into the system of Sanschagrin 
et al. to provide a web server interface, so that any authorized user can access 
the network management system via a standard web browser program that 
communicates with the web server via Hyper-Text Transfer Protocol (HTTP). 
Such programs are generally available for a wide variety of computer platforms 
(see column 4, lines 6-10 of Branton, Jr. et al.). The ordinary skilled person would 
have been motivated to have applied the teaching of Branton, Jr. et al. into the 
system of Sanschagrin et al. to use an optical network in the system, because it 
is well known to those skilled in the art of fiber optical networks that optical 
network (e.g. SONET) is designed to carry large volume of traffic over relatively 
long distance on fiber optical cable. 

Referring to claim 9 : 

Sanschagrin et al. and Branton, Jr. et al. teach the claimed subject 
matter: a system for providing read-only access to network element configuration 
data. Sanschagrin et al. further disclose that administrative features including 
security and logon procedure will facilitate a user performing the query request 
(see column 7, lines 39-42, and lines 62-65 of Sanschagrin et al.). 

Referring to claim 10 : 
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Sanschagrin et al. and Branton, Jr. et al. teach the claimed subject 
matter: a system for providing read-only access to network element configuration 
data. Sanschagrin et al. further disclose that the system further comprising: 

Retrieving previously stored configuration data associated with said 
network element form a database (see column 3, lines 4-10 of Sanschagrin et 
al.); 

Comparing said previously stored configuration data to said configuration 
data received from said network element (see column 3, lines 10-12 Sanschagrin 
et al.); 

Determine whether said previously stored configuration data and said 
configuration data received from the network element are identical (see column 
3, lines 10-12 Sanschagrin et al.); 

In response to determining that said previously stored configuration data 
and said configuration data received from said network element are not identical, 
storing said configuration data received from said network element in said 
database (see column 7, lines 8-10 Sanschagrin et al.). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Joseph Pan whose telephone number is 571- 
272-5987. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached at 571-272-3859. The fax and 
phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
571-272-2100. 

Joseph Pan 

June 20, 2005 a 
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